
Chapter: Salaah is a part of faith
[38]: narrated al-Baraa’ radiyAllaahu`anhu:

نَّ النَّبِيَّ صلى الله عليه وسلم كَانَ أَوَّلَ مَا قَدِمَ الْمَدِينَةَ نَزَلَ عَ 
نَ لَى أَجْدَادِهِ ـ أَوْ قَالَ أَخْوَالهِِ ـ مِ أَ

أَنْ تَكُونَ رًا، أَوْ سَبْعَةَ عَشَرَ شَهْرًا، وَكَانَ يعُْجِبهُُ الأنَْصَارِ، وَأنََّهُ صَلَّى قِبَلَ بَيْتِ الْمَقْدِسِ سِتَّةَ عَشَرَ شَهْ 
قِبْلَتُهُ قِبَلَ الْبَيْتِ، 

هَا صَلاةََ الْعَصْرِ، وَصَلَّى مَعَهُ قَ 
نْ صَلَّى مَعَهُ، فَمَ وَأنََّهُ صَلَّى أَوَّلَ صَلاةٍَ صَلاَّ  عَلَى أهَْلِ رَّ وْمٌ، فَخَرَجَ رَجُلٌ مِمَّ

ِ لقََدْ صَلَّيْتُ مَعَ رَسُ  ِ صلى الله عليه وسلم قِبَلَ مَكَّةَ، مَسْجدٍِ، وَهُمْ رَاكعُِونَ فَقَالَ أشَْهَدُ بِاللََّّ ولِ اللََّّ
فَدَارُوا كَمَا هُمْ قِبَلَ الْبَيْتِ، 

عْجَبَهُمْ إذِْ كَانَ يصَُل ِي قِبَلَ بَيْتِ الْمَقْ 
ا وَلَّى وَجْهَ وَكَانتَِ الْيَهُودُ قَدْ أَ بَلَ الْبَيْتِ هُ قِ دِسِ، وَأهَْلُ الْكِتَابِ، فَلمََّ

.أنَْكَرُوا ذَلكَِ 

ثَنَا أبَوُ إسِْحَاقَ عَنِ الْبَرَاءِ فِي حَدِيثهِِ هَذَا أنََّ  جَالٌ وَقُتِلوُا، لَ رِ هُ مَاتَ عَلَى الْقِبْلةَِ قَبْلَ أَنْ تحَُوَّ قَالَ زُهَيْرٌ حَدَّ
ُ تعََالَى  ُ }فَلَمْ ندَْرِ مَا نقَُولُ فِيهِمْ، فَأنَْزَلَ اللََّّ {لِيضُِيعَ إيِمَانَكُمْ وَمَا كَانَ اللََّّ



Chapter: Salaah is a part of faith
[38]: narrated al-Baraa’ radiyAllaahu`anhu:

When the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) came to Medina, he stayed first with his grandfathers
or maternal uncles from Ansar. He offered his prayers facing Baitul-Maqdis
(Jerusalem) for sixteen or seventeen months, but he wished that he could
pray facing the Ka'ba (at Mecca). The first prayer which he offered facing the
Ka'ba was the 'Asr prayer in the company of some people. Then one of those
who had offered that prayer with him came out and passed by some people in
a mosque who were bowing during their prayers (facing Jerusalem). He said
addressing them, "By Allah, I testify that I have prayed with Allah's
Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم) facing Mecca (Ka'ba).' Hearing that, those people changed
their direction towards the Ka'ba immediately. Jews and the people of the
scriptures used to be pleased to see the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) facing Jerusalem in
prayers but when he changed his direction towards the Ka'ba, during the
prayers, they disapproved of it.

Al-Bara' added, "Before we changed our direction towards the Ka'ba (Mecca)
in prayers, some Muslims had died or had been killed and we did not know
what to say about them (regarding their prayers.) Allah then revealed: ‘And
Allah would never make your faith (prayers) to be lost (i.e. the prayers
of those Muslims were valid).’ " (2:143).



[a]: When the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) came to Medina, he stayed first with his grandfathers or 
maternal uncles from Ansar. He offered his prayers facing Baitul-Maqdis (Jerusalem) for 
sixteen or seventeen months, but he wished that he could pray facing the Ka'ba (at 
Mecca)…

Chapter – Salaah is part of eemaan

Branch of eemaan

Actions are part of eemaan (in opposition to the murji’ah)

ُ لِيضُِيعَ إيِمَانَكُمْ } {وَمَا كَانَ اللََّّ

And never would Allāh have caused you to lose your faith [i.e., your previous prayers] 2:143

Salaah referred to as ‘eemaan’



[a]: When the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) came to Medina, he stayed first with his grandfathers or 
maternal uncles from Ansar. He offered his prayers facing Baitul-Maqdis (Jerusalem) for 
sixteen or seventeen months, but he wished that he could pray facing the Ka'ba (at 
Mecca)…

Eemaan:

• Speech

• Belief

• Actions

When the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) arrived in Madinah – stayed at maternal uncles/grandparent’s house

Prayed towards Jerusalem – 16-17 months (change in Qiblah was 2 AH; prob Rajab) 



[a]: When the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) came to Medina, he stayed first with his grandfathers or 
maternal uncles from Ansar. He offered his prayers facing Baitul-Maqdis (Jerusalem) for 
sixteen or seventeen months, but he wished that he could pray facing the Ka'ba (at 
Mecca)…

ٱلْحَرَامِ ۚهَكَ شطَْرَ ٱلْمَسْجِدِ قدَْ نَرَىٰ تقَلَُّبَ وَجْهِكَ فِى ٱلسَّمَاءِٓ ۖ فلَنَُوَل يِنََّكَ قبِْلةَ ًۭ ترَْضَىٰهَا ۚ فَوَل ِ وَجْ 

We have certainly seen the turning of your face, [O Muḥammad], toward the heaven, and We 
will surely turn you to a qiblah with which you will be pleased. So turn your face [i.e., 

yourself] toward al-Masjid al-Ḥarām [2:144]



[b]: … The first prayer which he offered facing the Ka'ba was the 'Asr prayer in the company of 
some people. Then one of those who had offered that prayer with him came out and passed by 
some people in a mosque who were bowing during their prayers (facing Jerusalem). He said 
addressing them, "By Allah, I testify that I have prayed with Allah's Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم) facing 
Mecca (Ka'ba).' Hearing that, those people changed their direction towards the Ka'ba 
immediately…

First prayer towards Makkah was Asr

One of these companions passed by another group who were in rukoo` - turned around during 
the prayer (opposite direction)

(Abbaad ibn Bishr/Naheek)

khabar ul waahid



[c]: … Jews and the people of the scriptures used to be pleased to see the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) 
facing Jerusalem in prayers but when he changed his direction towards the Ka'ba, during 
the prayers, they disapproved of it…

Jews criticized the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) after this point



[d]: … Al-Bara' added, "Before we changed our direction towards the Ka'ba (Mecca) in prayers, 
some Muslims had died or had been killed and we did not know what to say about them 
(regarding their prayers.) Allah then revealed: ‘And Allah would never make your faith 
(prayers) to be lost (i.e. the prayers of those Muslims were valid).’ " (2:143).

Were concerned about those Companions who dies before the change in Qiblah – were their 
prayers accepted or not?

Both the prayers to Shaam and to Makkah were done out of obedience to Allaah and 
following the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم)

كِنَّ ٱلْبِرَّ مَنْ ءَامَ  ٰـ ِ وَٱلْ ۞ لَّيْسَ ٱلْبِرَّ أنَ توَُلُّوا۟ وُجُوهَكمُْ قبِلََ ٱلْمَشْرِقِ وَٱلْمَغْرِبِ وَلَ يَوْمِ ٱلْـَٔاخِرِ نَ ِِللََّّ

Righteousness is not that you turn your faces toward the east or the west, but [true] 
righteousness is [in] one who believes in Allāh, the Last Day… 2:177

(Wouldn’t have been right to pray to Makkah initially)



[d]: … Al-Bara' added, "Before we changed our direction towards the Ka'ba (Mecca) in prayers, 
some Muslims had died or had been killed and we did not know what to say about them 
(regarding their prayers.) Allah then revealed: ‘And Allah would never make your faith 
(prayers) to be lost (i.e. the prayers of those Muslims were valid).’ " (2:143).

‘Two qiblahs’:

• Masjid-un-Nabawi

• Other masjids at the time (Qubaa etc.)

Nothing special about Masjid Qiblatain (some even pray both ways there!)
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