
Chapter: the writing of knowledge 
[93]: narrated Abu Hurayrah radiyAllaahu`anhu:

The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said "Allah held back the killing from Mecca. (The sub-narrator is in
doubt whether the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said "elephant or killing," as the Arabic words
standing for these words have great similarity in shape), but He (Allah) let His
Apostle and the believers over power the infidels of Mecca. Beware! (Mecca is a
sanctuary) Verily! Fighting in Mecca was not permitted for anyone before me nor will
it be permitted for anyone after me. It (war) in it was made legal for me for few hours
or so on that day. No doubt it is at this moment a sanctuary, it is not allowed to uproot
its thorny shrubs or to uproot its trees or to pick up its Luqat (fallen things) except by
a person who will look for its owner (announce it publicly). And if somebody is killed,
then his closest relative has the right to choose one of the two- the blood money
(Diyya) or retaliation having the killer killed. In the meantime a man from Yemen
came and said, "O Allah's Messenger !(صلى الله عليه وسلم) Get that written for me." The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم)
ordered his companions to write that for him. Then a man from Quraish said, "Except
Al-Idhkhir (a type of grass that has good smell) O Allah's Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم) as we use it
in our houses and graves." The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said, "Except Al-Idhkhir i.e. Al-Idhkhir is
allowed to be plucked."



The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said "Allah held back the killing from Mecca. (The sub-narrator is in doubt whether the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said "elephant or
killing," as the Arabic words standing for these words have great similarity in shape), but He (Allah) let His Apostle and the believers
over power the infidels of Mecca. Beware! (Mecca is a sanctuary) Verily! Fighting in Mecca was not permitted for anyone before me nor
will it be permitted for anyone after me. It (war) in it was made legal for me for few hours or so on that day. No doubt it is at this
moment a sanctuary, it is not allowed to uproot its thorny shrubs or to uproot its trees or to pick up its Luqat (fallen things) except by a
person who will look for its owner (announce it publicly). And if somebody is killed, then his closest relative has the right to choose one
of the two- the blood money (Diyya) or retaliation having the killer killed. In the meantime a man from Yemen came and said, "O
Allah's Messenger !(صلى الله عليه وسلم) Get that written for me." The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) ordered his companions to write that for him. Then a man from
Quraish said, "Except Al-Idhkhir (a type of grass that has good smell) O Allah's Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم) as we use it in our houses and graves."
The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said, "Except Al-Idhkhir i.e. Al-Idhkhir is allowed to be plucked."

Chapter: the writing of knowledge

i.e. writing hadith – is something correct and legislated

لاَ تكَْتُبُوا عَن ِّي وَمَنْ كَتَبَ عَن ِّي غَيْرَ الْقُرْآنِّ 

“Don’t write anything from me except the Qur’an” [Muslim 3004]

(i.e. not mix up Qur’an with other statements. Once that risk is not there – then should write 
hadith).

Good way to preserve hadith



The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said "Allah held back the killing from Mecca. (The sub-narrator is in doubt whether the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said "elephant or 
killing," as the Arabic words standing for these words have great similarity in shape), but He (Allah) let His Apostle and the believers 
over power the infidels of Mecca. Beware! (Mecca is a sanctuary) Verily! Fighting in Mecca was not permitted for anyone before me nor 
will it be permitted for anyone after me. It (war) in it was made legal for me for few hours or so on that day. No doubt it is at this 
moment a sanctuary, it is not allowed to uproot its thorny shrubs or to uproot its trees or to pick up its Luqat (fallen things) except by a 
person who will look for its owner (announce it publicly). And if somebody is killed, then his closest relative has the right to choose one 
of the two- the blood money (Diyya) or retaliation having the killer killed. In the meantime a man from Yemen came and said, "O 
Allah's Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم)! Get that written for me." The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) ordered his companions to write that for him. Then a man from 
Quraish said, "Except Al-Idhkhir (a type of grass that has good smell) O Allah's Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم) as we use it in our houses and graves." 
The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said, "Except Al-Idhkhir i.e. Al-Idhkhir is allowed to be plucked."

Protected Makkah from fighting / the elephant:

مْ طيَْرًا أبََابِّيلَ  وَأرَْسَلَ عَليَْهِّ

And He sent against them birds in flocks,

ِّيل ٍۢ  ج  جَارَة ٍۢ م ِّن سِّ يهِّم بِّحِّ ترَْمِّ

Striking them with stones of hard clay,

أْكُول     مَّ
فَجَعَلهَُمْ كَعَصْف ٍۢ

And He made them like eaten straw. [105:3-5]



The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said "Allah held back the killing from Mecca. (The sub-narrator is in doubt whether the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said "elephant or 
killing," as the Arabic words standing for these words have great similarity in shape), but He (Allah) let His Apostle and the believers 
over power the infidels of Mecca. Beware! (Mecca is a sanctuary) Verily! Fighting in Mecca was not permitted for anyone before me nor 
will it be permitted for anyone after me. It (war) in it was made legal for me for few hours or so on that day. No doubt it is at this 
moment a sanctuary, it is not allowed to uproot its thorny shrubs or to uproot its trees or to pick up its Luqat (fallen things) except by a 
person who will look for its owner (announce it publicly). And if somebody is killed, then his closest relative has the right to choose one 
of the two- the blood money (Diyya) or retaliation having the killer killed. In the meantime a man from Yemen came and said, "O 
Allah's Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم)! Get that written for me." The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) ordered his companions to write that for him. Then a man from 
Quraish said, "Except Al-Idhkhir (a type of grass that has good smell) O Allah's Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم) as we use it in our houses and graves." 
The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said, "Except Al-Idhkhir i.e. Al-Idhkhir is allowed to be plucked."

“… but He (Allah) let His Apostle and the believers over power the infidels of Mecca. Beware! 
(Mecca is a sanctuary) Verily! Fighting in Mecca was not permitted for anyone before me nor 
will it be permitted for anyone after me. It (war) in it was made legal for me for few hours or 
so on that day.”

From dawn until Asr (on the day of Conquest)



The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said "Allah held back the killing from Mecca. (The sub-narrator is in doubt whether the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said "elephant or 
killing," as the Arabic words standing for these words have great similarity in shape), but He (Allah) let His Apostle and the believers 
over power the infidels of Mecca. Beware! (Mecca is a sanctuary) Verily! Fighting in Mecca was not permitted for anyone before me nor 
will it be permitted for anyone after me. It (war) in it was made legal for me for few hours or so on that day. No doubt it is at this 
moment a sanctuary, it is not allowed to uproot its thorny shrubs or to uproot its trees or to pick up its Luqat (fallen things) except by a 
person who will look for its owner (announce it publicly). And if somebody is killed, then his closest relative has the right to choose one 
of the two- the blood money (Diyya) or retaliation having the killer killed. In the meantime a man from Yemen came and said, "O 
Allah's Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم)! Get that written for me." The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) ordered his companions to write that for him. Then a man from 
Quraish said, "Except Al-Idhkhir (a type of grass that has good smell) O Allah's Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم) as we use it in our houses and graves." 
The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said, "Except Al-Idhkhir i.e. Al-Idhkhir is allowed to be plucked."

“…no doubt it is at this moment a sanctuary”

The next day – went back to being a sanctuary

Rulings:

• thorny shrubs (harmful)

• trees

• lost property

• someone who is killed (blood money or executed)



The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said "Allah held back the killing from Mecca. (The sub-narrator is in doubt whether the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said "elephant or 
killing," as the Arabic words standing for these words have great similarity in shape), but He (Allah) let His Apostle and the believers 
over power the infidels of Mecca. Beware! (Mecca is a sanctuary) Verily! Fighting in Mecca was not permitted for anyone before me nor 
will it be permitted for anyone after me. It (war) in it was made legal for me for few hours or so on that day. No doubt it is at this 
moment a sanctuary, it is not allowed to uproot its thorny shrubs or to uproot its trees or to pick up its Luqat (fallen things) except by a 
person who will look for its owner (announce it publicly). And if somebody is killed, then his closest relative has the right to choose one 
of the two- the blood money (Diyya) or retaliation having the killer killed. In the meantime a man from Yemen came and said, "O 
Allah's Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم)! Get that written for me." The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) ordered his companions to write that for him. Then a man from 
Quraish said, "Except Al-Idhkhir (a type of grass that has good smell) O Allah's Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم) as we use it in our houses and graves." 
The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said, "Except Al-Idhkhir i.e. Al-Idhkhir is allowed to be plucked."

“a man from Yemen came and said, "O Allah's Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم)! Get that written for me.“

Abu Shaah

- was eager to convey this information

- was concerned he may not remember

The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) asked for this to be written down for him



The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said "Allah held back the killing from Mecca. (The sub-narrator is in doubt whether the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said "elephant or 
killing," as the Arabic words standing for these words have great similarity in shape), but He (Allah) let His Apostle and the believers 
over power the infidels of Mecca. Beware! (Mecca is a sanctuary) Verily! Fighting in Mecca was not permitted for anyone before me nor 
will it be permitted for anyone after me. It (war) in it was made legal for me for few hours or so on that day. No doubt it is at this 
moment a sanctuary, it is not allowed to uproot its thorny shrubs or to uproot its trees or to pick up its Luqat (fallen things) except by a 
person who will look for its owner (announce it publicly). And if somebody is killed, then his closest relative has the right to choose one 
of the two- the blood money (Diyya) or retaliation having the killer killed. In the meantime a man from Yemen came and said, "O 
Allah's Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم)! Get that written for me." The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) ordered his companions to write that for him. Then a man from 
Quraish said, "Except Al-Idhkhir (a type of grass that has good smell) O Allah's Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم) as we use it in our houses and graves." 
The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said, "Except Al-Idhkhir i.e. Al-Idhkhir is allowed to be plucked."

al-`Abbas – asked for al-idhkhir (be excepted)

Nice smell

Making buildings (mixed with clay to make it sticky)



The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said "Allah held back the killing from Mecca. (The sub-narrator is in doubt whether the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said "elephant or 
killing," as the Arabic words standing for these words have great similarity in shape), but He (Allah) let His Apostle and the believers 
over power the infidels of Mecca. Beware! (Mecca is a sanctuary) Verily! Fighting in Mecca was not permitted for anyone before me nor 
will it be permitted for anyone after me. It (war) in it was made legal for me for few hours or so on that day. No doubt it is at this 
moment a sanctuary, it is not allowed to uproot its thorny shrubs or to uproot its trees or to pick up its Luqat (fallen things) except by a 
person who will look for its owner (announce it publicly). And if somebody is killed, then his closest relative has the right to choose one 
of the two- the blood money (Diyya) or retaliation having the killer killed. In the meantime a man from Yemen came and said, "O 
Allah's Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم)! Get that written for me." The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) ordered his companions to write that for him. Then a man from 
Quraish said, "Except Al-Idhkhir (a type of grass that has good smell) O Allah's Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم) as we use it in our houses and graves." 
The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said, "Except Al-Idhkhir i.e. Al-Idhkhir is allowed to be plucked."

writing hadith – is something correct and legislated





 
[94]: narrated (`Ubaidullah ibn `Abdullah) ibn `Abbas 
radiyAllaahu`anhu:

"When the ailment of the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) became worse, he said, 'Bring for me (writing) 
paper and I will write for you a statement after which you will not go astray.' But 
`Umar said, 'The Prophet is seriously ill, and we have got Allah's Book with us and 
that is sufficient for us.' But the companions of the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) differed about this 
and there was a hue and cry. On that the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said to them, 'Go away (and 
leave me alone). It is not right that you should quarrel in front of me.



"When the ailment of the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) became worse, he said, 'Bring for me (writing) paper and I will write for you a 
statement after which you will not go astray.' But `Umar said, 'The Prophet is seriously ill, and we have got Allah's 
Book with us and that is sufficient for us.' But the companions of the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) differed about this and there was 
a hue and cry. On that the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said to them, 'Go away (and leave me alone). It is not right that you should 
quarrel in front of me. 

Thursday – 4 days before the death of the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) on the next Monday (in the morning).

At fajr* on Mon drew curtain – he (صلى الله عليه وسلم) saw them praying behind Abu Bakr and he smiled.

Wanted something to write on (shoulder blade)

Was severely ill



"When the ailment of the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) became worse, he said, 'Bring for me (writing) paper and I will write for you a 
statement after which you will not go astray.' But `Umar said, 'The Prophet is seriously ill, and we have got Allah's 
Book with us and that is sufficient for us.' But the companions of the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) differed about this and there was 
a hue and cry. On that the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said to them, 'Go away (and leave me alone). It is not right that you should 
quarrel in front of me. 

“I will write for you a statement after which you will not go astray”

`Umar radiyAllaahu`anhu

• his status

• hadith about milk – passed to `Umar

• hadith about shirts – was dragging

• e.g. of his correct opinions – concerned that the Prophet was v. ill / unwell (other 
Companions disagreed)

Obligation? 

Direction/encouragement?



"When the ailment of the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) became worse, he said, 'Bring for me (writing) paper and I will write for you a 
statement after which you will not go astray.' But `Umar said, 'The Prophet is seriously ill, and we have got Allah's 
Book with us and that is sufficient for us.' But the companions of the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) differed about this and there was 
a hue and cry. On that the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said to them, 'Go away (and leave me alone). It is not right that you should 
quarrel in front of me. 

Book of Allaah

مْ ۚ  بَ يُتْلىَٰ عَليَْهِّ ٰـ مْ أنََّآ أنَزَلْنَا عَليَْكَ ٱلْكِّتَ هِّ أوََلمَْ يَكْفِّ

And is it not sufficient for them that We revealed to you the Book [i.e., the Qur ’ān] which is 
recited to them? [29:51]



"When the ailment of the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) became worse, he said, 'Bring for me (writing) paper and I will write for you a 
statement after which you will not go astray.' But `Umar said, 'The Prophet is seriously ill, and we have got Allah's 
Book with us and that is sufficient for us.' But the companions of the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) differed about this and there was 
a hue and cry. On that the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said to them, 'Go away (and leave me alone). It is not right that you should 
quarrel in front of me. 

Differing

‘Go away (and leave me alone). It is not right that you should quarrel in front of me.’

Ruling/obligation

Who should authority be given to → this was what he (صلى الله عليه وسلم) wanted to indicate



"When the ailment of the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) became worse, he said, 'Bring for me (writing) paper and I will write for you a 
statement after which you will not go astray.' But `Umar said, 'The Prophet is seriously ill, and we have got Allah's 
Book with us and that is sufficient for us.' But the companions of the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) differed about this and there was 
a hue and cry. On that the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said to them, 'Go away (and leave me alone). It is not right that you should 
quarrel in front of me. 

ibn Taymiyyah (Minhaj us Sunnah):

The Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) said to me during his 
illness: “I was thinking – or I wanted – to send for Abu Bakr and his son and appoint him as 
my successor, lest people say (that the caliphate should be for So and so) or lest anyone 
should hope for it for themselves. Then I thought: Allah and the believers would reject 
anyone who is less qualified than Abu Bakr.” Narrated by al-Bukhaari (5342). Also narrated 
by Muslim (2387) with the words: “when Allah and the believers insist on Abu Bakr.””
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