
Chapter: The washing of the body parts (i.e., the parts 
which are washed in ablution) once only while performing 
ablution
[126]: narrated ibn `Abbas radiyAllaahu`anhu:

The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) performed ablution by washing the body parts only once.



The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) performed ablution by washing the body parts only once.

Number of washes:

x1

x2

x3

(authentic proofs)

Sometimes:

Some parts x2 and other parts x3 (in the same wudhoo)



The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) performed ablution by washing the body parts only once.

also the hadith earlier about washing the face

x1

Doing a light wudhoo





Chapter: The washing of the body parts twice while 
performing ablution
[127]: narrated `Abdullah ibn Zaid radiyAllaahu`anhu:

The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) performed ablution by washing the body parts twice.



The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) performed ablution by washing the body parts twice.

x2 washes

later – hadith on wiping the head – gives more details

x2 / x3 in the same wudhoo





Chapter: The washing of the parts thrice while performing 
ablution 
[128]: narrated Humran (the slave of 'Uthman)
 radiyAllaahu`anhu:

I saw 'Uthman bin 'Affan asking for a tumbler of water (and when it was brought) he 
poured water over his hands and washed them thrice and then put his right hand in 
the water container and rinsed his mouth, washed his nose by putting water in it and 
then blowing it out. then he washed his face and forearms up to the elbows thrice, 
passed his wet hands over his head and washed his feet up to the ankles thrice. Then 
he said, "Allah's Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said 'If anyone performs ablution like that of mine 
and offers a two-rak'at prayer during which he does not think of anything else (not 
related to the present prayer) then his past sins will be forgiven.' "



[129]: narrated `Uthmaan radiyAllaahu`anhu:

After performing the ablution 'Uthman said, "I am going to tell you a Hadith which I 
would not have told you, had I not been compelled by a certain Holy Verse (the sub 
narrator 'Urwa said: This verse is: "Verily, those who conceal the clear signs and the 
guidance which we have sent down...)" (2:159). 

I heard the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) saying, 'If a man performs ablution perfectly and then offers 
the compulsory congregational prayer, Allah will forgive his sins committed between 
that (prayer) and the (next) prayer till he offers it.



I saw 'Uthman bin 'Affan asking for a tumbler of water (and when it was brought) he poured water over his hands and washed them thrice and then 
put his right hand in the water container and rinsed his mouth, washed his nose by putting water in it and then blowing it out. then he washed his 
face and forearms up to the elbows thrice, passed his wet hands over his head and washed his feet up to the ankles thrice. Then he said, "Allah's 
Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said 'If anyone performs ablution like that of mine and offers a two-rak'at prayer during which he does not think of anything else 
(not related to the present prayer) then his past sins will be forgiven.’ “

After performing the ablution 'Uthman said, "I am going to tell you a Hadith which I would not have told you, had I not been compelled by a certain 
Holy Verse (the sub narrator 'Urwa said: This verse is: "Verily, those who conceal the clear signs and the guidance which we have sent down...)" 
(2:159). 

I heard the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) saying, 'If a man performs ablution perfectly and then offers the compulsory congregational prayer, Allah will forgive his 
sins committed between that (prayer) and the (next) prayer till he offers it.

Chapter: The washing of the parts thrice while performing ablution

x3

• Face (incl. mouth & nose)

• Hand and forearm up to elbow

• Feet

• (Head – wipe x1)

Most complete form



I saw 'Uthman bin 'Affan asking for a tumbler of water (and when it was brought) he poured water over his hands and washed them thrice and then 
put his right hand in the water container and rinsed his mouth, washed his nose by putting water in it and then blowing it out. then he washed his 
face and forearms up to the elbows thrice, passed his wet hands over his head and washed his feet up to the ankles thrice. Then he said, "Allah's 
Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said 'If anyone performs ablution like that of mine and offers a two-rak'at prayer during which he does not think of anything else 
(not related to the present prayer) then his past sins will be forgiven.’ “

After performing the ablution 'Uthman said, "I am going to tell you a Hadith which I would not have told you, had I not been compelled by a certain 
Holy Verse (the sub narrator 'Urwa said: This verse is: "Verily, those who conceal the clear signs and the guidance which we have sent down...)" 
(2:159). 

I heard the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) saying, 'If a man performs ablution perfectly and then offers the compulsory congregational prayer, Allah will forgive his 
sins committed between that (prayer) and the (next) prayer till he offers it.

If you do more than three – ‘then you have done wrong and oppressed’

Abu Dawud 135 – hasan sahih



I saw 'Uthman bin 'Affan asking for a tumbler of water (and when it was brought) he poured water over his hands and washed them thrice and then 
put his right hand in the water container and rinsed his mouth, washed his nose by putting water in it and then blowing it out. then he washed his 
face and forearms up to the elbows thrice, passed his wet hands over his head and washed his feet up to the ankles thrice. Then he said, "Allah's 
Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said 'If anyone performs ablution like that of mine and offers a two-rak'at prayer during which he does not think of anything else 
(not related to the present prayer) then his past sins will be forgiven.’ “

After performing the ablution 'Uthman said, "I am going to tell you a Hadith which I would not have told you, had I not been compelled by a certain 
Holy Verse (the sub narrator 'Urwa said: This verse is: "Verily, those who conceal the clear signs and the guidance which we have sent down...)" 
(2:159). 

I heard the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) saying, 'If a man performs ablution perfectly and then offers the compulsory congregational prayer, Allah will forgive his 
sins committed between that (prayer) and the (next) prayer till he offers it.

Initial washing of hands (mustahhab); before you dip them into the water container

(Unless woken from sleep – upcoming hadith)

Then entered his right hand into the container

Gargled

Sniffed up nose and blew out

(one handful)

(Wisdom – about to recite)



I saw 'Uthman bin 'Affan asking for a tumbler of water (and when it was brought) he poured water over his hands and washed them thrice and then 
put his right hand in the water container and rinsed his mouth, washed his nose by putting water in it and then blowing it out. then he washed his 
face and forearms up to the elbows thrice, passed his wet hands over his head and washed his feet up to the ankles thrice. Then he said, "Allah's 
Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said 'If anyone performs ablution like that of mine and offers a two-rak'at prayer during which he does not think of anything else 
(not related to the present prayer) then his past sins will be forgiven.’ “

After performing the ablution 'Uthman said, "I am going to tell you a Hadith which I would not have told you, had I not been compelled by a certain 
Holy Verse (the sub narrator 'Urwa said: This verse is: "Verily, those who conceal the clear signs and the guidance which we have sent down...)" 
(2:159). 

I heard the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) saying, 'If a man performs ablution perfectly and then offers the compulsory congregational prayer, Allah will forgive his 
sins committed between that (prayer) and the (next) prayer till he offers it.

Face

‘Yad’ - arms up to elbows (including hands – this is obligatory washing)

Wiping the head (x1)

Feet up to ankles



I saw 'Uthman bin 'Affan asking for a tumbler of water (and when it was brought) he poured water over his hands and washed them thrice and then 
put his right hand in the water container and rinsed his mouth, washed his nose by putting water in it and then blowing it out. then he washed his 
face and forearms up to the elbows thrice, passed his wet hands over his head and washed his feet up to the ankles thrice. Then he said, "Allah's 
Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said 'If anyone performs ablution like that of mine and offers a two-rak'at prayer during which he does not think of anything else 
(not related to the present prayer) then his past sins will be forgiven.’ “

After performing the ablution 'Uthman said, "I am going to tell you a Hadith which I would not have told you, had I not been compelled by a certain 
Holy Verse (the sub narrator 'Urwa said: This verse is: "Verily, those who conceal the clear signs and the guidance which we have sent down...)" 
(2:159). 

I heard the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) saying, 'If a man performs ablution perfectly and then offers the compulsory congregational prayer, Allah will forgive his 
sins committed between that (prayer) and the (next) prayer till he offers it.

Pray x2 rak`ahs

- Previous sins forgiven (minor sins)

Verily the Messenger of Allah (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said: The five (daily) prayers and from one Friday prayer 
to the (next) Friday prayer, and from Ramadhan to Ramadhan are expiations for the (sins) 
committed in between (their intervals) provided one shuns the major sins. [Muslim 233c]

“And do not be deceived by yourselves”



I saw 'Uthman bin 'Affan asking for a tumbler of water (and when it was brought) he poured water over his hands and washed them thrice and then 
put his right hand in the water container and rinsed his mouth, washed his nose by putting water in it and then blowing it out. then he washed his 
face and forearms up to the elbows thrice, passed his wet hands over his head and washed his feet up to the ankles thrice. Then he said, "Allah's 
Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said 'If anyone performs ablution like that of mine and offers a two-rak'at prayer during which he does not think of anything else 
(not related to the present prayer) then his past sins will be forgiven.’ “

After performing the ablution 'Uthman said, "I am going to tell you a Hadith which I would not have told you, had I not been compelled by a certain 
Holy Verse (the sub narrator 'Urwa said: This verse is: "Verily, those who conceal the clear signs and the guidance which we have sent down...)" 
(2:159). 

I heard the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) saying, 'If a man performs ablution perfectly and then offers the compulsory congregational prayer, Allah will forgive his 
sins committed between that (prayer) and the (next) prayer till he offers it.

جِ  عُُونَ وَٱلَّذِينَ يُؤْتُونَ مَآ ءَاتوَا۟ وَّقُلُوبُهُمْ وَجِلةٌَ أنََّهُمْ إلِىَٰ رَب هِِمْ رَٰ

And they who give what they give while their hearts are fearful because they will be 
returning to their Lord [23:60]

Do good and still have some fear (Hasan alBasri)

• ihsan wa makhaafah

• isaa’ah wa amn



I saw 'Uthman bin 'Affan asking for a tumbler of water (and when it was brought) he poured water over his hands and washed them thrice and then 
put his right hand in the water container and rinsed his mouth, washed his nose by putting water in it and then blowing it out. then he washed his 
face and forearms up to the elbows thrice, passed his wet hands over his head and washed his feet up to the ankles thrice. Then he said, "Allah's 
Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said 'If anyone performs ablution like that of mine and offers a two-rak'at prayer during which he does not think of anything else 
(not related to the present prayer) then his past sins will be forgiven.’ “

After performing the ablution 'Uthman said, "I am going to tell you a Hadith which I would not have told you, had I not been compelled by a certain 
Holy Verse (the sub narrator 'Urwa said: This verse is: "Verily, those who conceal the clear signs and the guidance which we have sent down...)" 
(2:159). 

I heard the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) saying, 'If a man performs ablution perfectly and then offers the compulsory congregational prayer, Allah will forgive his 
sins committed between that (prayer) and the (next) prayer till he offers it.

Wudhoo and then prays the compulsory prayer – forgive sins

تِ وَٱلْهُدَىٰ مِنۢ بعَُْدِ مَ  ٰـ ذِينَ يَكْتُمُونَ مَآ أنَزَلْنَا مِنَ ٱلْبَي ِنَ
هُ للِنَّاسِ فىِ ٱلْكِت َـٰإنَِّ ٱلَّ ٰـ ئِٓكَ ا بَيَّنَّ ٰـ و۟لَ

ُ
ُ وَيَلْعَُنُهُمُ بِ ۙ أ يَلْعَُنُهُمُ ٱللََّّ

عُِنُونَ  ٰـ ٱللَّ

Indeed, those who conceal what We sent down of clear proofs and guidance after We made it 
clear for the people in the Scripture - those are cursed by Allāh and cursed by those who 

curse [2:159]



I saw 'Uthman bin 'Affan asking for a tumbler of water (and when it was brought) he poured water over his hands and washed them thrice and then 
put his right hand in the water container and rinsed his mouth, washed his nose by putting water in it and then blowing it out. then he washed his 
face and forearms up to the elbows thrice, passed his wet hands over his head and washed his feet up to the ankles thrice. Then he said, "Allah's 
Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said 'If anyone performs ablution like that of mine and offers a two-rak'at prayer during which he does not think of anything else 
(not related to the present prayer) then his past sins will be forgiven.’ “

After performing the ablution 'Uthman said, "I am going to tell you a Hadith which I would not have told you, had I not been compelled by a certain 
Holy Verse (the sub narrator 'Urwa said: This verse is: "Verily, those who conceal the clear signs and the guidance which we have sent down...)" 
(2:159). 

I heard the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) saying, 'If a man performs ablution perfectly and then offers the compulsory congregational prayer, Allah will forgive his 
sins committed between that (prayer) and the (next) prayer till he offers it.

Zubair ibn al-Awwaam

Abu Hurayrah
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